Indian Head Rock case reaching an end
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Steve Shaffer stands next to the Indian Head Rock after exca·
vating it from the Ohio River with David Vetter in 2007.

With just some logistics to
figure out. the infamous Lndian
Head Rock may finally be
headed ho me.
Little did S teve Shaffer,
David Yetter and others think
plucking the rock out of the
Ohio River on the Kentucky
side in 2007 wo uld, three
years late r, still be a point of
Litigation. But it has been a
nightmare in which Kentucky
authorities charged the two,
and others, including former
Ports mouth Mayor Greg
Bauer and the city of
Po rtsmo uth, with removal of
an antiquity.
Now. the United States
District Court. Easte rn District

of Kentuck-y, says both the
Commonwealth of Kentucky
and those involved in the
retrie val of the Lndian Head
Roc k have made a jo int
motion fo r ent ry of ag reed
orde r re manding the case
fro m the docke t.
" Upo n representation o f
counsel, a settle me nt has been
agreed upon in this case," the
ruling, filed April 22. reads.
"Ln the ir motion, the parties set
forth the pertinent points of the
agreement and describe the
logistics of transporting the
subject Indian Head (Rock)
from Po rts mo uth, Ohio to
Kentuc ky."
That seems final, but one
glitch in the process remains.
"However, in the ir mo tio n,
the parties state that one issue

remains, specifically, the
means by which to remove the
Indian Head Rock from the
truck once it arrives in
Kentuck-y," the ruling reads.
United States District Judge
He nry R. Wilhoit Jr., has now
put a time limit o n the final
issue.
"Altho ug h this court is
re luctant to prolo ng this matter
further, it will stay all proceedings he rein for 60 days to
allow the parties to resolve the
remaining transport issue,"
Wilhoit said. 'The parties are
admonished, however, that as
tl1is matte r has been pending
for quite some time, no further
extens ions will be granted."
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